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Chairman’s Remarks 
      We have had a really good summer. The Ball in our new 

venue was a great success and was a very happy occasion. It 

was wonderful that Ken and Lavinia, founders of the Branch 

were able to be with us on the night along with a 6 of the 

founder members. Ken and Lavinia gave the Branch a 

generous donation at the time of the Ball for which we are 

very grateful. A great shame the weather made it impossible 

for some people to come along. 

    The Taster Sessions on a Mondays are, at the time of 

writing, going very well and hopefully the dancers from this 

group will boost our Monday nights. Thanks to all who 

helped with publicity and on the Monday evenings. 

    Looking forward to the new teaching season. This will 

start in the 3rd week in September with our usual 3 classes. 

Please encourage people to come along. If you only attend 

one class why not look at attending a second? 

    Our Autumn dance is on the 19 October at Plungington 

with Alan Ross playing for us. I hope to see you all there. 

    Happy dancing. 
     Joan 

Forthcoming events 

Monday classes The All-Abilities class runs every Monday 

at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30 p.m., except Bank 

Holidays. Some experience is beneficial. This class will 

restart on 16 September, breaking for Christmas on 16 

December, restarting again on 6 January. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m. It will 

break for Christmas on 18 December, restarting on 8 January. 

Sunday classes This dedicated beginners’ class is on 

Sundays, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m., at Euxton Community Centre. 

This class will restart on 15 September, breaking for 

Christmas on 8 December, restarting again on 5 January. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 19 October 2019, 7.15 p.m., at 

Plungington Community Centre, music by Alan Ross. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2019, 8 p.m., at 

Samlesbury Memorial Hall. Recorded music will be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 6 March 2020, 8 p.m., at 

Barton Village Hall, music by Deb Lees. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 25 April 2020, 7.15 p.m., at Plungington 

Community Centre, music by Nicky McMichen. 

Donation 
    Ken and Lavinia Morris, founders of the Branch, gave a 

very generous donation to the Branch as a thank you for 

keeping the Branch going after they left us. 

    Thank you Ken and Lavinia. 

This year’s committee 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs, PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Subscriptions 
    Subscriptions for 2019-2020 are now due. RSCDS 

membership plus Branch membership is £22. The 

subscription for two people at the same address is £18 each. 

There is a reduced rate for young people. 

    Subscriptions should be paid to the Membership Secretary, 

Judy Grimsey, or to any committee member. 

Help needed 
   Shirley has for many years headed up our catering team. 

She now feels that it is time to hand over the reigns at the 

next AGM. She has done a brilliant job for us and has lists of 

everything that is needed for each event. Many thanks 

Shirley for all your hard work.. 

   Is there someone out there who would consider taking over 

from Shirley to do the catering and join the committee? 

There are other people who are quite willing to assist some 

one new. Shirley has given good notice of her intensions and 

so someone could join her now and shadow her for the rest of 

the year. Please don’t think that somebody is someone else, it 

could well be you. Please have a word with Shirley and 

myself if you are able to help. 

    Joan 

Monday evenings at Fulwood 
    Mondays will take on a slightly different look from 

September as a result of the success of the taster sessions 

held over the summer. 

    I am hoping that the members of this group will integrate 

into our normal evenings, so we will have to take things a bit 

easier and do more teaching. 

    We will have two social dance evenings in the term where 

dances will be chosen from those practised in the previous 

weeks will be on the programme. 

    We need the experienced dancers that have always 

supported Monday evenings to come and work with our 

newer dancers so that we can all have fun. 

    Joan 

Each year at Summer School in St Andrews there is a 

ceilidh each week and this is the Youtube link to an 

interesting item. Hopefully you will just have to click on it, 

otherwise copy it into your browser. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vSmL4CHH9U 

This is of interest as well: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJnHonOuppA 
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Summer School 2019, from David and Margaret Stoney 
    Where to start?...fried egg and haggis breakfasts...watching 

Mairi’s Wedding danced to music provided by the dancers - 

on kazoos!...aching limbs by the Friday...the sheer elation of 

(for once) getting a reel right along with 200 other 

dancers...or the overall buzz, which is amazing? 

    But here are the basics: six mornings (3 hours each) of 

classes. Then six nights social dancing (including two formal 

balls). And (hurrah!) six walk-through sessions in the 

afternoons, so’s you have a fair chance of knowing at least 

some of the night’s dances. And that (you will observe) 

doesn’t give a right lot of time for a much needed nap in the 

afternoon. Much needed, because this adds up to a pretty 

exhausting week. And any mathematicians reading this will 

have worked out that the week involves about 70 (!!) dances - 

so a lot of time was spent on the RSCDS website, trying to 

memorise cribs and watching videos. 

    You do get a night off on Friday. This is ceilidh night. It 

isn’t really a ceilidh - it’s more a sort of talent show with 

(highly professional) entertainment provided by the staff and 

musicians - and entertainment (just as professional) by groups 

of students. Two performances (by students) stand out: an 

operatic soprano singing ‘I’m tone deaf’; and a demo of the 

paso doble well up to ‘strictly’ standards. 

    We are told that there were also parties far into the night. 

Who has the energy..? 

    So how did we find ourselves there? Well, after a couple of 

years doing Basic Training under Joan’s watchful eye we 

started going to the various Ribble Valley groups, and 

quickly realised that we were in the company of folk who had 

danced all their lives. Some serious catching up was in order! 

Then someone (probably Joan) mentioned ‘Summer School’ 

and this seemed like a step in the right direction. A spot of 

research revealed that there was a class for “dancers who 

have limited footwork, technique, and teamwork, and wish to 

improve their technique, formations, and their own ability”. 

This seemed about right for us, and so it was. We found 

ourselves neither the worst nor the best in a multinational 

class of about twenty who soon gelled into a friendly group. 

(An aside here: the process was delayed when David 

discovered that he couldn’t read name badges without reading 

glasses, and could only read with glasses from about 18 

inches. Peering at ladies’ chests from close range was 

probably not the way forward...) 

    In conclusion our advice would be: 

1. Do it! 

2. Time spent mugging up dances (the programmes are 

published well in advance) is not time wasted. 

3. (Gentlemen) If you hire a kilt, make sure it’s not too big. 

If it is, when dancing it will travel slowly south...... 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 19 October 2019, 7.15 p.m. 

Plungington Community Centre, Preston, PR1 7EN 

Music by Alan Ross 
Programme: 
Lothian Lads Staircase in Styria 

The Luckenbooth Brooch Torridon Lassies 

Culla Bay The Ribblesdale Strathspey 

Judy’s Jig JillwithaJ 

Polharrow Burn The Chequered Court 

Miss Gibson’s Strathspey The Bon Viveur 

The Scallywag The Rutland Reel 

General Stuart’s Reel Follow Me Home 

The Swan and the Tay The Merchant City 

Seton’s Ceilidh Band Bratach Bana 

Extras: 

West’s Hornpipe, The Silver Grey, Joie de Vivre. 


