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Chairman’s Remarks 
    What a wonderful start we have had to our 25th 

Anniversary Year! The Nice and Easy was a great night with 

Braes of Wansbeck playing. A good number of the Sunday 

Beginners’ Class were there. 

    In no short time a coach load of us were off to Fort 

William for the 25th trip. This was a 5 day trip and Jill 

organisation as usual was superb - especially when she had to 

reorganise the Sunday (more later in the Newsletter). 

    We now look forward to the summer months. The Sunday 

Class is closed over the summer but our other Classes will 

continue through the summer with a slightly different 

emphasis on Wednesdays and a beginners’ introductory 

course on Mondays in August after the Ball (more details 

later). 

    The highlight of our Year will be 25th Anniversary Ball on 

10 August 2019. Make sure you are there - it will be extra 

special. 

    Have a good summer and make sure you keep dancing.     
Joan 

Members’ Forum 
    This takes place after the AGM on the 26th June. It is your 

chance to bring forward ideas etc. to the committee and the 

membership. It deals with matters in a less formal manner 

than the AGM. If you have something you would like to raise 

it is helpful if we know about it before the meeting so we can 

have any facts and figures to hand. 

Ribble Valley RSCDS 
AGM 

7:30pm 
Wednesday 

26th June 2019 
followed by 

Members’ Forum 
and dancing 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, Lancs, PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or to: 

stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Motions for the AGM 
    If there is a motion which you have for the AGM, it must 

be given to the acting Secretary (Sandra Lloyd) by 1st May. 

Classes over the Summer 

Sunday Class Beginners will next meet on 15th September 

2019 at 2:30pm 

Monday Class All ability will continue with the usual 

pattern of classes, social evenings and core dance evenings 

until Monday 5th August which will be a Jacobs join. 

Restarting on 16th September. 

Wednesday Class - Intermediate/social - will be largely 

social dancing with some classes to prepare us for the Ball. 

Dedicated Beginners Class Mondays from the 12th August 

to 9th September will be for beginners only as a dedicated 

beginners’ class (see below, and advert.) 
 

Introductory Beginners’ Class 
    We have decided to have a short course dedicated to 

beginners this August. This will be held in Fulwood on the 

Monday night. The idea is that they will be able to integrate 

into our all ability class when it restarts in September. 

    Please pass the information on to anyone you think may be 

interested. 

The beginners’ class at Euxton: 

Introductory Course 
For adult beginners 

In 

Scottish Country Dancing 
from 

Monday 12 August 2019 
19:30 till 21:30 

for 5 Weeks 

At Christ Church Parish Hall, Victoria 
Road, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 8NE 

Cost £10 for the Course 
Flat shoes essential 

To book a place contact Joan on 01257 278400 
or email JoanRSCDS@uwclub.net 

Other forthcoming events 
Spring Dance, Sat. 27 April 2019, 7.15 p.m., at St. Martin’s 

Church Hall, Broadway, Fulwood, music by Phill Jones. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 10 August 2019, 7 p.m., at Plungington 

Community Centre (parking off Plungington Road, both 

sides of the Spar shop), music by Nicol McLaren. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 19 October 2019, 7.15 p.m., at 

Plungington Community Centre, music by Alan Ross. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2019, 8 p.m., at 

Samlesbury Memorial Hall. Recorded music will be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 6 March 2020, 8 p.m., at 

Barton Village Hall, music by Deb Lees. 



 

   

Summer Ball, Sat. 10 August 2019, 7 p.m. 

Plungington Community Centre, PR1 7EN 

Music by Nicol McLaren 
Programme (subject to modification): 

The Highland Rambler A Fulwood Favourite 

Pelorus Jack Maxwell’s Rant 

Miss Milligan’s Strathspey Berry Brow 

The Piper and the Penguin Mrs Stewart’s Jig 

Shadow Silver Celebrations 

Anna Holden’s Strathspey The Belle of Bon Accord 

The Restless Ghost The Best Set in the Hall 

The Nurseryman Burnieboozle 

The City of Belfast Autumn in Appin 

The Black Mountain Reel Mairi’s Wedding 

Extras: Tribute to the Borders, Cherrybank Gardens, Shiftin’  

Bobbins 

Ribble Valley to Fort William and the Isle of Skye 

22nd till 26th March 2019 
    This year’s Silver Anniversary trip was extra special! 5 

days of fun, dancing, quizzes and friendship. 

    We finally left Broughton on the Friday morning after 2 

people manoeuvred around the closed M6 south of Wigan. (3 

were still delayed by it and caught us up in Moffatt.) The 

trolley dollies were dressed as mobile phones, whose number 

was ex-directory. 

    Visit to Moffatt Woollen shop and Green Welly Stop in 

Tyndum, interspersed by quizzes from John and Stewart and 

the odd snooze made the long journey pass quickly. 

    The hotel was well suited to our needs. Large spa area and 

Kath Talbot was in for a swim in the magnificent pool before 

I blinked. Our room was bigger than some but not over sized 

- at least we had somewhere to put our suitcases! We could 

see snow-clad Ben Nevis from our window 

    After a pleasant meal we adjourned to the Ballroom to re-

acquaint ourselves with the dances on the Saturday night‘s 

programme. By 10 pm we were all flagging and drifted off to 

bed. 

    Saturday was a free day in Fort William. Ben (our 

seasoned coach driver) took the coach down into the town to 

save us the walk and picked us up again in time for a late 

lunch. Some people used the Spa, others went for a walk 

while some shopped. The weather was good for the time of 

year and most people stayed dry. 

    Soon it was time to get our glad rags on and board the 

coach to Ballachulish for the dance with Marian Anderson 

playing. The floor was a little crowded but the music, the 

welcome, and the refreshments were superb. 

    Sunday dawned windy. Not normally a problem on our trip 

but the highlight of the day was to be a trip up the Nevis 

Range Gondola. Closed due the wind! Jill’s quick thinking 

and brilliant planning made the changes so that we could go 

to The Treasures of the Earth to begin our day. This was an 

exhibit of all kinds of the earth’s minerals. Next on to the 

Glenfinnan monument whose café, at short notice, provided 

us all with lunch in their tiny café. We all squeezed in 2 

sittings and some braved the out door seating. There was an 

excellent display about the ’45 rising. A walk to the 

monument in the blustery wet weather rewarded us with good 

views, especially those who climbed to the top of the 

monument (no one stayed up there long). Finally we were on 

to the Neptune’s Staircase - a set of 8 locks on the Caledonian 

Canal - where another brisk walk blew away the cobwebs. 

    The ceilidh on Sunday evening was great fun. Some stories 

some dancing and 2 dem dances. (We will never know where 

they caught the haggis for Monday’s tea, but in certainly was 

not in the Ben Nevis hotel.) 

    Monday dawned bright and heralded a good trip to Skye. 

Eilean Donan Castle was well explored in its splendid setting, 

then over the bridge to Skye. The Guide on Skye was 

extremely informative but had quite a soporific voice and I 

wonder if there were one or two moments that he was talking 

to himself? Skye was kind to us - the next day, apparently the 

visibility was down to 50 metres. We had sightings of the Old 

Man of Storr, a waterfall and the Black and Red Cuillins. 

    Tuesday saw us set out on the long journey home. Once 

again the stops at Dobbies in Stirling and Gretna and the 

quizzes with quite a lot of snoozing got us back to Lancashire 

in good time. Another excellent trip. Thanks to everyone who 

made it so good.   Joan 

Survivors of 25 

Scottish trips: 

Nice & Easy Dance 
    This was once again a success. Everyone who came 

enjoyed it and it spurs the less experienced dancers on. 

    However, it is only a success if experienced dancers also 

come along to enjoy themselves but also add to the evening 

with their experience. The people who the dance is aimed at 

are in the early stages of picking up Scottish Country dancing 

and are the people who will help carry forward this excellent 

past time. 

    If you have thought in the past ‘that it is not for me’, 

please reconsider and put the date in your diary for next year 

- Friday 6th March 2020. 

    PS the scones will be back. 

The Ribble Valley Book of Scottish Country Dances 
We published The Ribble Valley Book of Scottish Country 

Dances in 2010. 

Many of the dances have become firm favourites. 

We carried out a survey amongst regular dancers to find the 

most popular. 
 

Reels 
The Restless Ghost - 14 votes 

Don and Dee’s Reel - 10 votes 
 

Jigs 
Jillwithaj - 12 votes 

A Fulwood Favourite - 10 votes 
 

Strathspeys 
The David Queen Strathspey - 11 votes 

Berry Brow - 7 votes 
 

All 3 top dances were written by Angela Bulteel. 
 

We will use this information to put one of each rhythm or our 

Anniversary Ball programme.   Joan 



Photos taken on the Scottish Trip 

 

   

Photos taken at Hogmanay: 
On call on the journey? 

A warning? 

At the hotel: 

A crowded ballroom: 

Ribble Valley RSCDS Branch - Weekend Trips to Scotland 
Year  Place  Organised by  Catering by 

1995  Inverness  Ken and Lavinia  Lavinia-Red coat 

1996  Inverness  Ken and Lavinia  Lavinia-Red coat 

1997  Oban  Ken and Lavinia  Lavinia-Red coat 

1998  Perth  Ken and Lavinia  Lavinia-French Maid 

1999  Fort William Ken and Lavinia  Lavinia-French Maid 

2000  Stirling  Ken and Lavinia  Lavinia 

2001  Kingussie  Ken and Lavinia  Lavinia 

2002  Dunoon  Mary  Lavinia 

2003  Dunfermline  Mary  Jill & Mary 

2004  Inverary  Mary  Jill & Mary-Bunny girls 

2005  Melrose  Mary  Jill & Mary-Bunny girls 

2006  Ayr  Don and Dee  Jill & Mary-Police women 

2007  Pitlochry  Don and Dee  Jill & Mary-Nurses 

2008  Oban  Don and Dee  Jill & Mary-School girls 

2009  Ballater  Don and Dee  Jill & Judy-Red Indians 

2010  Rhu  Chris and Sandie  Jill & Judy-Pirates 

2011  Dundee  Jill  Jill & Judy-Nuns 

2012  Dumfries  Jill  Jill & Judy-Jesters 

2013  Aberdeen  Jill  Jill & Judy-Fish 

2014  Stirling  Jill  Jill & Judy-Penguins 

2015  Glasgow  Jill  Jill & Judy-Chefs 

2016  Blairgowrie  Jill  Jill & Judy-Care Assistants 

2017  Edinburgh  Jill  Jill & Judy-Elves 

2018  Troon  Jill  Jill & Judy-Surgeons 

2019  Fort William  Jill  Jill & Judy-Mobile phones 

(The T-shirt says “Scottish Country 

Dancing may kilt you”.) 

Treasures of the Earth, Corpach: 
Glenfinnan monument: 

On Glenfinnan monument: 

Highland weather at Glenfinnan: 



Celebration 

cake: 

Neptune’s staircase, Banavie: 

Speed bonnie bus, like a bird on the wing, 

Over the bridge to Skye: 

It was a 

long day! 

On Skye: Photos taken on the Scottish Trip 

 

   

Photos taken at the 

Nice & Easy Dance: 

At Eilean Donan castle: 


