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Chairman’s Remarks 
    We have had a good start to the Season. The Autumn 

dance with Ian Muir’s band was a great evening (photos later 

in the newsletter). 

    Monday and Wednesday Classes have continued with one 

or two new faces on a Monday. More new people are most 

welcome at all the classes. We are always hoping that new 

people will come along. Keep talking to your friends and 

encourage them to take up this excellent and enjoyable form 

of exercise! Are there people on a Monday who feel 

confident in that class and would like to try out Wednesday? 

We would welcome you. Sunday has had a nice sized influx 

as a result of an ad in the Euxton Chronicle. 

    Looking forward to the Christmas period which is fast 

approaching, we will be holding Jacobs Joins at all our 

classes the week beginning 9th December. Hogmanay will 

follow quickly after with our Party Dance. In general we do 

not exchange Christmas cards but a board will be placed so 

that you can write a card and give a donation. We have a 

raffle at the Hogmanay Party Dance and the proceeds of both 

of these go to Derian House. 

    The Nice and Easy Dance is the next on the calendar. 

Although it is aimed at the less experienced dancer it is a 

good occasion with all Live Music from the Braes of 

Wansbeck Country Dance Band and every dance walked. 

The less experienced benefit greatly from have experienced 

dancers to help carry the event. If you have never been please 

give it thought. 

    Many of you will know that St Martins, the hall we have 

been using just off Broadway, is to be redeveloped and at the 

time of writing we are looking for a good hall for our events. 

If you know of one please let us know. Don’t assume that 

someone else will have told us about it. 

    Looking further ahead we will off to Fort William before 

you know it, and Easter will be upon us. 

    Looking back to last spring. The ceilidh at Troon was a 

great event and 2 dance medleys were performed. They are 

now on You Tube. Thanks to Stephen and Mary for videoing 

and Stephen for editing them. 

    Remember that next year is the twenty-fifth anniversary of 

founding the branch. The trip is 4 nights instead of 3 and we 

are hoping to make the Ball an extra special event. 

    Happy Christmas to you all and a Good New Year. 
         Joan 

 

Links to YouTube videos of the ceilidh items: 

https://youtu.be/xMRRGwBTT_4 

https://youtu.be/zmx37CE51fI 

These links will also be found on our website. 

Forthcoming events 

Monday classes The All-Abilities class runs every Monday 

at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30 p.m., except Bank 

Holidays. Some experience is beneficial. This class will 

break for Christmas on 10 December, restarting again on 7 

January. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m. It will 

break for Christmas on 12 December, restarting on 9 January. 

Sunday classes This dedicated beginners’ class is on 

Sundays, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m., at Euxton Community Centre. 

This class will break for Christmas on 9 December, restarting 

again on 13 January. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2018, 8 p.m., at 

Samlesbury Memorial Hall. Recorded music will be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 1 March 2018, 7.30 p.m., at 

Barton Village Hall, music by Deb Lees. 

Scottish Trip, 22 to 26 March 2019, to Fort William and 

Skye. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 27 April 2019, 7.15 p.m., St. Martin’s 

Church Hall, Broadway, Fulwood, music by Phill Jones. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 10 August 2019, 7 p.m., location to be 

determined, music by Nicol McLaren. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs, PR1 9RQ. 
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to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2018, 8 p.m. 

Samlesbury War Memorial Hall, PR5 0UY 

Recorded music 

Programme: 
EH3 7AF J B Milne 

The Piper and the Penguin Far North Queensland 

Rose of the North I Like It 

Father Connelly’s Jig Scott Meikle 

The Countess of Dunmore’s MacDonald of the Isles 

                            Reel Jim’s Haberdashery 

The Bon Viveur The Black Mountain Reel 

John Cass The White Heather Jig 

Catch the Wind Lothian Lads 

The Bees of Maggieknockater 

Extras: 

Seton’s Ceilidh Band, Maxwell’s Rant, Culla Bay. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 1 March 2019, 7.30 p.m. 

Held at Barton Village Hall, PR3 5AA 

Music by Deb Lees 

Programme: 
A Highland Welcome Snowdrops in the Glen 

It’s All Right New Year Jig 

Bohemian Reflections MacDonald of the Isles 

Holyrood Strathspey Summer on the Beach 

The Wild Geese Good Hearted Glasgow 

The Montgomeries’ Rant The Paisley Weavers 

The Silver Grey The Highland Rambler 

A Fulwood Favourite The Waratah Weaver 

Lady Dumfries Shiftin’ Bobbins 

Extras: 

West’s Hornpipe, St Andrew’s Fair, Save the Children. 



 

   

The remarkable story about the creation of the Reel 

of the 51st Division, from Sarah Horne 

    Lieutenant Jimmy Anderson of the Argyle and Sutherland 

Highlanders was captured at 3pm on the 5th June 1940, near 

Saigneville on the Somme, just after his army wristwatch was 

shot off. Had the marksman been a tiny bit more accurate, we 

would never have enjoyed the dance The Reel of the 51st 

Division. While tramping through Europe to Oflag V11C 

(near Salzburg), to keep his mind clear of grizzly thoughts he 

started thinking about dance tunes which took on the rhythm 

of the marching. This led to an idea for a dance with the cross 

of St Andrew and the badge of the Highland Division as a 

core. 

    On arrival at the camp he met Lieutenant Peter Oliver and 

they started a Reel club where dancing took place 3 times a 

week on the top floor of the prison block. All musical 

instruments had been destroyed by the Germans so they 

whistled the tunes and clapped for the beat. Prisoners were 

often moved to different camps and by the time they were in 

Posen [Poznań] in Poland the Red Cross provided chanters 

and a squeeze box. By November of that year Atkinson and 

Oliver were joined by Lt Col Harris Hunter (who had been 

chair of the Perth SCDS) to work the detail for the dance 

which was originally written for 5 couples. It started with a 3 

couple cast off, and lead up to and bow to the corner! This 

was later changed to set and cast off 2 places. Movements 

were used from other dances known at the time, for example 

the diagonal was a variation from Scottish Reform, and the 

circle from Hamilton House. Originally the setting on the 

diagonal included high cuts, and the dance went through 

various fascinating improvements and name changes. 

    Harris Hunter sent the instructions to his wife in Perth who 

had them printed, and sold for the benefit of the Red Cross, 

and it soon became popular with dancers across the country. 

Jimmy Atkinson’s copy was intercepted by the Germans who 

spent some time trying to ‘de-code’ this strange message! 

The dance was finally published under the name of ‘The Reel 

of the 51st Division’ in the Scottish Country Dance Society’s 

Book 13 ‘The Victory Book’, and was indeed the first newly 

composed dance to be published by the Society. While 

obviously danced originally by men it was written as a social 

dance so us ladies can all feel quite comfortable enjoying it. 

    I hope you have found these notes interesting – I was very 

excited when I discovered Jimmy Atkinson was the uncle of a 

young man I fancied (and danced with) over 60 years ago!! 

Happy dancing! 

    The link below provides a video of a re-enactment of a 

version of the original dance: 

https://youtu.be/4b-2F7SWSC4 

 

Added by the editor: 

    A huge number of men were captured at St. Valery-en-

Caux, near Dieppe, a few days after the celebrated rescue 

from Dunkirk. This included the whole of the 51st Division, at 

least 10,000 men. One of the early names for the Reel of the 

51st Division was the St. Valery Reel. 

    The Scottish Country Dance Society was made Royal, by 

King George VI, in 1951. 

Social Dancing on 
a Wednesday 

1st Wednesday of the month 
 

9th Jan 2019 David and Jean 
6th Feb 2019 Linda and Bill 

6th March 2019 Sarah 
3rd April 2019 Request Night 

Guest Teachers on 
a Wednesday 

 

30th Jan 2019 Issy 
27th Feb 2019 Angela 

17th April 2019 Paula and David 

Social Dancing on 
a Monday 

3rd Monday of the month 
 

With Jean and David 
21st Jan 2019 
18th Feb 2019 

18th March 2019 
15th April 2019 

Core Dances on 
a Monday 

 

28th Jan 2019 
25th Feb 2019 
8th April 2019 

Newcomers’ experience, by Peter and Tracey Holmes 
    My husband and I were looking for an exercise activity 

that we could do together. To our delight we saw an 

advertisement in our village magazine for Scottish Country 

Dancing on a Sunday afternoon in our church hall. So, in 

September we went along to give it a try. 

    We are very glad we did. Joan and her husband John were 

very welcoming. 

    From that very first session we have learnt and tried to 

perfect various steps and dances. The time passes very 

quickly due to the enjoyment that is gained from the dancing. 

My husband and I (along with many others) invariably make 

many mistakes but Joan is patient and repeats instructions as 

many times as needed. The dances combine all of the steps 

that we have been taught and we are able to attempt all of 

them. 

    What makes the class so good though is that fact that we 

can laugh with each other when the dance doesn’t go to plan. 

The social aspect of the class is very good too as everybody 

is so friendly. Sunday afternoons are now the highlight of our 

week thanks to the dancing. 



 

   

Photos taken at the Autumn Dance 

 


