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RSCDS Ribble Valley Branch 

Newsletter No. 44, August 2014 
Registered charity no. 1061492       Website www.freewebs.com/rscdsribblevalley 

Chairman’s Remarks 
    Here we are in the middle of August with social dancing 

continuing on both a Monday and a Wednesday. We will be 

review the success of this at the first committee meeting after 

the summer break, so let us know if you have enjoyed it or 

not and we can plan for future years. 

    At the AGM we welcomed Jill Burrows and Sandie 

Waddington back on to the committee after a short break. 

this means we have a full committee which should make the 

load a bit lighter on everyone. Thank you to everyone for 

agreeing to serve for the forthcoming year. Jean Middleton 

retired as accounts examiner and Mike Lewis has nobly 

stepped into the breach. 

    The AGM itself is a business meeting so it seemed a good 

idea to allow members to have time to discuss general 

matters in the Members Forum. Most agreed that this was 

worth while and a report appears later in this issue. 

    Our recent events include the Ball and before that the 

Commonwealth Ceilidh. I felt the Ceilidh was a wonderful 

evening where Scottish Dancers and their friends were able 

to enjoy dancing together. RSCDS HQ put together the 

programme, which we modified slightly, and provided a CD 

with all the music so all we as a Branch had to do was find 

you the dancers and you came out in force. 

    By the time you read this I will be in USA looking at Old 

Faithful in Yellowstone National Park, a long planned trip 

with Lucy. You will all have enjoyed Nicol McLaren’s music 

at the Summer Ball. I hope you enjoyed the programme, I 

thought it looked good and was really quite sad to miss it. If 

you have any dances you would like included in a future 

dance programme please let me know, especially if it is an 

RSCDS dance. If you come across any good dances on your 

travels do let us know so we can try them out, full 

instructions are a great help. 

    The Day School will soon be upon us. Keep the 11th 

October free for this excellent event. We have Deb Lees 

coming to teach. Most of you have met her! She was playing 

the whistle in the impromptu band at the ceilidh on the 

Stirling trip. Please come along and enjoy learning a bit more 

about our form of dance. It is always refreshing to have a 

different slant on this. Bring along your friends. There will 

be 2 classes. The morning class is for advanced dancers only 

and the afternoon is open to all adult dancers of intermediate 

ability or above. If you are not sure if it is suitable for you 

then please ask or read the description later in the newsletter. 

    The Opening of the Season dance will follow the Day 

School. This is open to everyone, so even if you do not come 

to the Day School come and enjoy the music of John Browne 

and a fairly straight forward programme in the evening. 

    The Autumn Dance will quickly follow the Day School. It 

is on 1 November and dancing will be to David Oswald from 

Stirling. 

    Classes will recommence on 15th and 17th September with 

the format of Beginners and intermediate classes on Monday 

in Fulwood, with the intermediate with the emphasis on 

social dancing on Wednesday in Goosnargh. Are any of your 

friends who attended the Commonwealth Ceilidh interested 

in joining us? Do you have other friends out there that could 

well enjoy our form of dancing? September is an ideal time 

for new people to come along. 

    Looking forward to seeing you all in the New Season in 

the Autumn. 

Happy Dancing 

    Joan 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. The 

price per class is £2. The new teaching session starts on 15th 

September; classes continue to run on a social basis till then. 

Beginners are welcome at any time. We are now able to use 

slip-stop on the floor of this hall. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The price 

per class is £2. The new teaching session starts on 17th 

September; classes continue to run on a social basis till then. 

Day School (and Opening of Season Dance), Sat. 11 

October 2014, at Chipping Memorial Hall. The teacher will 

be Deb Lees, the musician will be John Browne. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 1 November 2014, at Longridge Civic 

Hall, music by David Oswald. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2014, at Samlesbury War 

Memorial Hall, a new location for us. Recorded music will 

be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Fri. 6 March 2015, 7.30 p.m., at 

Barton Village Hall, music by Robert Whitehead. 

Scottish Trip, 13 to 16 March 2015, to Glasgow. 

Application forms have already been sent to members. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 25 April 2015, 7.30 p.m., at Longridge 

Civic Hall, music by Stuart Anderson. 

This year’s committee 
Chairman: Joan Thompson, tel. 01257 278400. 

Hon. Secretary: Michael John, tel. 01772 713018. 

    (Address 42 Marina Drive, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 9SB.) 

Hon. Treasurer: Stephen Brown, tel. 01772 748034. 

Committee: 

Jane Bennett, tel. 01772 301106. 

Jill Burrows, tel. 01253 890046. 

Keith Charnley, tel. 01772 863699. 

Judy Grimsey (membership secretary), tel. 01772 716301. 

Rosemary John, tel. 01772 713018. 

Shirley Northcott, tel. 01772 741376. 

John Thompson, tel. 01257 278400. 

Chris and Sandie Waddington, tel. 01253 761055. 

Subscriptions 
    Subscriptions for 2014-2015 are now due. RSCDS 

membership plus Branch membership is £20. The 

subscription for two people at the same address is £16.50 

each. There is a reduced rate for young people. 

    Subscriptions should be paid to the Membership Secretary, 

Judy Grimsey, or to any committee member. 
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Booking dances 
    As raised in the Members Forum at the AGM this 

problem has raised its head again. We appear to have a 

reputation for booking dances, which is stopping people 

from other areas coming to our dances. 

    I think everyone recognises that you do the first and 

last dance with the people you have travelled with and 

that perhaps we do our favourite dance with a special 

partner. That is 3 dances in a programme of 

approximately 20. 

    If you are talking to someone from your set at the end 

of a dance it is good to be able to do the next dance with 

them. It is much friendlier to be able to say would you 

like the next dance, or if you have the next one already 

booked because it is your favourite, you can ask them 

for the following one. 

    There are a number of people in the Branch that do 

not book dances and I rarely see them sit a dance out. 

    There are one or 2 people who I enjoy dancing with 

but rarely do these days because their dance programme 

is full 10 or 15 minutes before the dance starts. 

    Can we all try over the next few events to refrain 

from booking dances? It will give us time to support 

new members and/or inexperienced dancers who are 

still feeling their way. Can we also try to dance with 

people from outside the Branch? This is especially 

important when we go on the Trip. 

    Perhaps the MC’s need to give slightly more time 

between dances and another point of etiquette is that 

sets do not form up until the MC has announced the 

dance. 

    It will take some time for word to get around that we 

do not book dances. 

    Joan 

The Editor would like to add: 

    A few years ago we ran a Japanese Visitors dance, for 

a party of visitors led by Atsuko Clement. There was 

very little booking of dances on that occasion, as it 

would have seemed unwelcoming to book most of the 

evening in advance. 

    We always have people coming to our dances from 

outside the immediate district. Isn’t it always 

unwelcoming to book most of the evening in advance? 

Members’ Nights 
    This Autumn the only Members’ Night will be in 

December. The Theme will be Ribble Valley’s Most 

Danced Dances! 

    I will look at the dances that have been on dance 

programmes over the last 15 years or so (courtesy of 

Judy’s record keeping). I will pick out the top 20 and let 

you vote for the ones you would most like to do, yet 

again. The dances that are most likely to be done are 

those who have a volunteer recapper. 

    The dances should only need recapping - that is a 

brief summary such as found on Minicrib not teaching 

(even if you are a teacher). 

    The following Members’ night will be 7th January 

and the Committee will be doing their favourite dances. 

    Joan 

John Drewry, Scottish Country Dance pioneer 
    John Drewry, who has died aged 91, was arguably the 

greatest innovator in Scottish country dancing since the 

foundation of the RSCDS in 1923. In the early years, 

the formations and steps of the dances were limited, and 

it was not until Mr Drewry appeared on the dance floor 

that new and challenging forms and dances were 

devised. 

    Born in Melton Mowbray, Mr Drewry first took up 

Scottish country dancing in Cumbria as a member of a 

ramblers’ group. He joined Carlisle branch, and was 

awarded the Society’s teaching certificate. It was Hugh 

Foss, another distinguished dance deviser, who 

encouraged him to begin to create dances during his 

sojourn in Cumbria. His appointment to the 

biochemistry department of the University of Aberdeen 

in the mid-1960s brought him to the national heartland 

of Scottish country dancing and inspired him to devote 

more and more of his leisure time to devising dances of 

subtlety and distinction. 

    The first of his dances to be published by the RSCDS 

was The Silver Tassie, with his new figure the Rondel. 

Miss Milligan, a hard lady to please, bestowed on him 

the affectionate title Mr Rondel when he attended her 

classes at Summer School in St. Andrews. In 1999, 

when he was awarded an RSCDS scroll for his 

contribution to Scottish country dancing, nine of his 

dances had appeared in RSCDS books, and since then 

the Society has published four more, not to mention 

dances using the formations he created: the rondel, set 

and rotate, corners pass and turn, and petronella in 

tandem. 

    Jean Martin, a former RSCDS chairman, recalls: 

“When devising a dance it was usually the pattern of the 

dance which came first, though occasionally it was a 

tune, a place, or a particular situation which prompted 

John to put pen to paper. Along with gardening and 

photography, another of John’s leisure interests was hill

-walking, and he often found his inspiration in the 

Scottish mountains. This is how the reel Bratach Bana 

came about. John was camping at Strontian beside Loch 

Sunart, listening to a Scottish country dance programme 

on Radio Scotland, when the tune Bratach Bana was 

played. He told me: ‘I like the tune very much indeed 

and as I listened I worked out the shape of the dance, 

walking it out on the shore.’” 

    This courteous, modest man is remembered with 

affection and admiration wherever the dedicated lace up 

their pumps to take to the floor. His creations will 

continue to appear on dance programmes from Tayport 

to Tokyo. 

    He is survived by his sister Mary Hulse. 

Edited reprint from ‘The Herald’, 1 July 2014. 
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Location of Samlesbury War Memorial Hall, PR5 0UY, for Hogmanay 

When coming from Preston or the M6, drive past the Hotel to the small roundabout, where you should make a U-turn to 

come back to the B-road junction. 

Notes from the Member’s Forum 
(held immediately after the AGM) 

From Michael John, Secretary 

    Non-members at the AGM, mixed in with the body of the 

members, will be reminded that they cannot vote, and during 

a discussion they should not try to influence any discussion; 

this will be addressed at the time of the AGM.  

    Booking of dances: At the member’s forum there was 

discussion of dancers booking up the full programme and 

some people not coming to Ribble Valley dances because of 

it. There was disagreement about the extent, with some 

people saying Ribble Valley was particularly bad and others 

saying it is common wherever they go. Some members book 

a few dances and leave others free. The committee felt that 

we should try and mix and so ensure people who come to us 

do not feel left out. 

    Dance Programme: There was a comment that dances 

seem to be getting harder; some people do not want to come 

if they do not recognise the dances, others want variety and 

do not want the same dances all of the time. We should make 

sure there are some well-known dances on the programme. 

    Members’ Night: Some people try to teach the dances and 

do not have the skill to do it well, but giving people the 

chance to try and recap a dance, in a supportive 

atmosphere, gives people the chance to see if they like doing 

it and potentially gives the Branch a larger pool of people to 

draw on for recapping at dances. On members’ night the idea 

is to just recap the dance and people who volunteer will be 

reminded of this. 

    Teaching: The RSCDS teaches that a single class teacher 

builds up a rapport with the class; some people enjoy coming 

to Ribble Valley for the variety of teaching. 

    Bands: Some people have not come to Ribble Valley 

dances because they do not know the bands, however Ribble 

Valley have introduced a number of bands to this area that 

have gone on to be used by other groups in the area. 

    It was suggested that an afternoon tea dance may be 

popular as there are a growing number of people who do not 

like to be driving late at night. 

Which Class at the Day School? 
    The Advanced Class is for those who are confident with 

all the formations and steps or can do the more complex ones 

with a brief reminder, and can follow dance instructions 

easily. Last year we did The One o’Clock Canon. 

    For the intermediate class you need to be able to dance all 

basic formations without reminder. 

    The day is not suitable for beginners. 

    Joan 

Day School 
    The Day School will be held on Saturday 11 October 2014 

at Chipping Memorial Hall. The teacher will be Deb Lees, 

the musician will be John Browne. Timetable: 

10:30 - 11:00 Reception  

11:00 - 13:15 Advanced Class (including a short break) 

13:15 - 14:45 Lunch (Please bring your own food. Tea/

coffee will be available) 

14:45 - 17:00 Intermediate Class (including a short break) 

17:00 - 18:45  Hot Pot supper 

18:45 - 22:00 Evening Dance (Opening of Season dance) 

Opening of Season Dance, 11 October 
Chipping Memorial Hall; Music by John Browne 

Programme: 
Airyhall Delight The Linton Ploughman 
Plantation Reel General Stuart’s Reel 
Miss Catherine Ann Gang the Same Gate 
Pelorus Jack The Weathercock 
Catch the Wind Sueno’s Stone 
Silver Tassie Cherrybank Gardens 
Red Rum Spiffin 
Flight to Melbourne Maxwell’s Rant 
Extras: 
Good Hearted Glasgow, Kinfauns Castle, A Reel for Jeannie 

Autumn Dance, 1 November, Longridge Civic Hall 
Music by David Oswald band 

Programme: 
EH3 7AF Miss Allie Anderson 
Anderson’s Rant JillwithaJ 
Anna Holden’s Strathspey The Duchess Tree 
Pines of Pitlochry Midnight Oil 
Ray Milbourne General Stuart’s Reel 
Linnea’s Strathspey Minister on the Loch 
Father Connelly’s Jig The Flying Spur 
A Flight to Melbourne Burnieboozle 
Kinfauns Castle Autumn in Appin 
A Capital Jig Best Set in the Hall 
Extras: 
Follow Me Home, Neidpath Castle, The Sailor 
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Members’ access to RSCDS website 
From the Membership Secretary 

    As you may know, the RSCDS updated its website 

and membership database earlier in the year. The 

website address is https://www.rscds.org . 

    If you entered an email address on the branch 

subscription form, then this will be the email address 

that is set up on the membership database. All members 

with an email address should have received an email 

direct from the RSCDS with their login details. If any 

member has not received their login details but believes 

that they should have, please let me know so that I can 

check the database. 

    To log in to the website, enter your username (you 

can use either your email address or your membership 

number as your username) and your unique password. 

    If you have forgotten your password, please use the 

password reset function when logging in. 

    Once logged in, you can change your password using 

the My Account feature. 

    Please note: all members and registered users of the 

website must have a unique email address i.e. an email 

address can only be set up against one member. 

    If you do not have a personal email address then you 

can arrange to get a login and password using your 

membership number. 

    To get this login, please complete the ‘Contact 

Branch’ form that you will find at: 

https://www.rscds.org/branch/view/1529 . 

    Enter your name (first name and last name), enter the 

subject as ‘Request User Account Letter’, enter your 

postal address in the Message box, and a letter will be 

sent out to you containing your membership number 

and password. 

    Alternatively you can contact the RSCDS by calling 

0131 225 3854. 

    All members with an email address have been set up 

to receive the RSCDS Ezine (a newsletter sent via 

email). If you do not wish to receive the Ezine, please 

let me know so that I can update the database. 

Membership Cards 

    You may have noticed that there are some changes to 

the membership cards. 

    The main difference is that they no longer have pre-

printed numbers on them. 

    The membership number that has been entered onto 

your membership cards is the one that is held on the 

database. It is intended that this number will stay with 

members forever. 

    The other main change is that the reverse of the cards 

used to give members the code to enter to receive 

member discount when using the RSCDS online shop. 

This has been removed as it is no longer necessary to 

enter a code. Once a member logs into the website, their 

member status is recognised and discount applied 

automatically. 

    If you have any queries, please let me know and I 

will do my best to help. 

    Judy ( jmgrimsey@lineone.net  ) 

The English won the Battle of Bannockburn! 
    On 1 June 2014, nearly 700 years after the real battle, the English won the Battle! 

    John, Lucy, and I visited the new visitors centre and took part in the Battle 

on the hi-tech 3D map. There were only 8 of us playing instead of the 25 it 

was set up for, but that meant each of us was in charge of several groups of 

men not just one. John was King Edward and Lucy was Queen Roberta 

(Robert the Bruce). I was the first to move men and fell into the trap laid by 

the Queen. After that I moved my men on to the high ground. On the map 

you could see the places you could move to and you could see the men or 

horses moving into the position. Each player took it in turn to move men. 

The ratio of players on each side was similar to the ratio in the real battle, the 

English made significant moves before the queen could do anything about it. 

    After an overnight camp we (the English) managed to storm the Castle 

and so win the Battle, unfortunately Queen Roberta managed to avoid being 

killed. The whole Battle experience lasted only 30 minutes. 

    The entrance hall is also spectacular with parts of the Battle taking part in 

3D for those wearing 3D glasses. Horses seemed to be jumping over peoples 

heads and people brandishing long bows and cross bows charge through our 

midst. 

    We strolled out to see the monument of Robert the Bruce, which seemed a 

bit tame after the intense battle inside. 

    This National Trust centre is well worth the visit especially if you are a 

member as you avoid the hefty fee. I imagine that booking the show (where 

they explain on the 3D map what really happened) or 

the Battle in advance may well be essential when the 

centre is busy. 

    Joan 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs, PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 



5 

   

Four chairmen cut the cake, at the AGM: Founder members present at the AGM: 

Photos taken by Linda 

Grant at the 

Commonwealth 

Ceilidh: 

Demonstration team in action: 

Watching the demonstration team: 

Dancing in 

progress: 


