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Chairman’s Remarks 
    Congratulations everyone! The Branch is 20 years old. 

Thanks must go to Ken and Lavinia Morris who were the 

instigators for the formation of the Branch. We have had a 

card from HQ signed by John Wilkinson marking the 

occasion. 

    Congratuations to the following, which records show, have 

been members continuously for 20 years! Rosemary 

Blanchfield, Jill Burrows, Angela Charnley, Mary 

Duckworth, Judy Grimsey, Jean Middleton, Harold and 

Sheila Warburton. 

    We will have a small celebration at the time of the AGM. 

    Many thanks go to Jill for organizing the Trip to Stirling. 

A tremendous amount of work went into finding and booking 

all the side trips and making sure over 50 of us had a good 

time. To have a 5-piece band on the Saturday night meant the 

dance was on a high from the first note played. Phill Jones 

brought along others to augment his playing on the Sunday 

which meant we had a 4 piece band for the Sunday Ceilidh! 

Deb Lees who will be doing our day school on 11 October 

2014 was playing the whistle in this impromptu band, so 

book the 11th October in your Diary it looks as if it could be a 

great experience. 

    The Spring dance went with a swing to Nicky McMichen‟s 

band. What a wonderful young bandleader he is. Thanks 

must once again go to Jill for finding him and inviting him 

along. 

    Social Dancing will commence in May and will go right 

through the summer on both Mondays and Wednesdays. On 

Wednesdays we have the usual invited leaders along with 

one or 2 new faces to this slot. There will be no break after 

the Ball on Wednesdays! Beginner‟s sessions will continue 

on Mondays until the end of July, as needed. Bring along 

your dancing friends to the Social Dancing. 

    On the first Wednesday of the month we will be 

introducing a slightly different night. 3 or 4 of the trickier 

dances for the Ball will be taught to make Judy‟s job easier 

and your Ball more enjoyable. Exactly what and when can be 

found later in the Newsletter. 

    HQ is promoting a Commonwealth Ceilidh in June to go 

along with the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. We are 

hoping to hold such a Ceildih on Wednesday 18th June. At 

the time of writing it is very much in the planning stages. 

Watch the notice board for more details on this. 

    We will once again be evaluating dances for the book to be 

published in 2015. More details for this will be available on 

the notice board or by contacting me. 

    We look forward to Nichol McLaren play at the Summer 

Ball on 9 August 2014. For more details see later in the 

newsletter. Tickets are available from Judy and Chris. 

    The New teaching season will begin on Monday 15th 

September and Wednesday 17th September . 

    Enjoy dancing over the summer. 
    Joan 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. 

Beginners are welcome at any time. We are now able to use 

slip-stop on the floor of this hall. The price per class is £2. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The price 

per class is £2. The committee has decided to try dancing 

right through the summer on Wednesdays and Mondays this 

year. From May till the middle of September both nights will 

be social dancing. The new teaching season will begin the 

week beginning 14th September. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 9 August 2014, at Longridge Civic Hall, 

music by Nicol McLaren. 

Day School, Sat. 11 October 2014, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher will be Deb Lees, the musician will be John 

Browne. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 1 November 2014, at at Longridge Civic 

Hall, music by David Oswald. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2013, at Samlesbury War 

Memorial Hall, a new location for us. Recorded music will 

be used. 

First Wednesday of the Month 
    Over the summer the first Wednesday of the month, which 

has traditionally been members‟ nights will change their 

format until the Ball. 

    On each of the 3 Wednesdays in question included in the 

programme will be 3 may be 4 of the trickier dances off the 

Ball programme. This will enable them to be taught in more 

detail than on the practice night. 

Group 1 7th May   

J Gothenburg‟s Welcome J8x32  

R Summer Wooing R8x32  

S David Queen Strathspey S3x32    

Group 2 4th June   

R John of Bon Accord R8x32  

S Foxhill Court S8x32  

R The Inimitable Derek R8x32    

Group 3 2nd July   

S Gentleman S8x32  

J Liquid Assets J8x32  

R Alex T Queen R4x48  

J Ian Powrie‟s Farewell to Auchterarder  J1x128  

    Joan 

From Janet & Malcolm Edmunds  
    We would like to thank Ribble Valley Members for the 

B&Q tokens they gave us when we left. We have put them 

towards a summer house which will be very pleasant. We are 

in the process of treating it with preservative & will then put 

it up, with a view of the Chevin, the local hill. 

    We have been dancing in Ilkley in an afternoon and in 

Adel (north Leeds) either in an afternoon or evening. These 

are fairly small classes and while there are bigger groups in 

Leeds , these two are easy for us to get to. We have also been 

to evening social dances on the first Saturday of the month. 

But most dancing will stop here in the summer. They are 

very friendly and we feel we have a really good grounding in 

Scottish Dancing from being with the Ribble Valley group. 

We enjoyed our time with you all very much – thank you! 



 

   

1314 - Bannockburn 
    This year is the 700th anniversary of the Battle of 

Bannockburn. It seems likely that we will be doing John 

Drewry‟s dance „1314‟ several times during the year. I 

thought I would write a brief history of the conflict for this 

newsletter. 

 

The background: 

    In 1290 the 7-year-old Queen Margaret of Scotland, 

known as the Maid of Norway, died in a shipping accident. 

This led to a disputed succession for the Scottish throne, the 

two main contenders being Robert Bruce and John Balliol. 

The nobles asked the King of England, Edward I, an 

excellent lawyer, to adjudicate. Edward was a better lawyer 

than they knew, and, in adjudicating for John Balliol in 1292, 

extracted concessions which effectively gave Edward control 

over Scottish affairs. 

    A Scottish patriot, William Wallace, led a rebellion against 

the English, initially successful at the Battle of Stirling 

Bridge in 1297, but later defeated by Edward at the Battle of 

Falkirk in 1298. Wallace himself was captured in 1305. 

    Robert Bruce was crowned King of Scotland, but was 

defeated in 1306, and took refuge in Ireland. He returned to 

Scotland in 1307, still to do battle against Edward I, but 

Edward died of illness on the road to Scotland. 

 

The battle itself (1314): 

    The new King of England, Edward II, was a feckless man, 

who soon had most of the English nobles against him. He 

managed to revive the claim to Scotland, and marched north 

with a huge army. King Robert (Bruce) chose his defensive 

position well, and prepared it well against the likely English 

onslaught. 

    The English troops arrived, tired, in the area, and Edward‟s 

nephew, Gloucester, advised resting them for a day before 

doing battle. Edward called him a coward and told him to get 

on with it. One day could have made a difference to English 

intelligence of Robert‟s preparations. As it was, there were 

far too many English troops fighting in a restricted space, and 

the Scottish troops, from their strong position, were able to 

defeat them. 

 

The aftermath: 

    No treaty was made at the time, and the King of England 

continued to claim powers over Scotland. The Scots declared 

their independence by the Declaration of Arbroath, in 1320; 

there was still no treaty. 

    In 1327 Edward II was forced to abdicate in favour of his 

son, the 14-year-old Edward III; he was then murdered by his 

wife, Isabella, and her lover, Mortimer. Being the new 

King‟s mother, Isabella was regent, and held all the levers of 

power in England. No-one in England could say that she had 

murdered the late King, but the Scots could say so, and they 

stirred up trouble in the North of England, not with a view to 

overthrowing Isabella, but with a view to getting a treaty 

signed. In 1328, a treaty was signed by ambassadors at 

Edinburgh and ratified (by the young King or by Isabella) at 

a Parliament in Northampton; it was called by the English, 

even at the time, the Shameful Treaty of Northampton. The 

treaty recognised Robert Bruce as King of Scotland, and 

relinquished all Edward I‟s claims in Scotland. The treaty 

also restored to Scotland the Holy Rood and the Stone of 

Scone; but the people of London prevented the removal of 

the Stone, and it remained in London for another 668 years, 

until 1996. 

 

A postscript: 

    Edward III felt that Northampton was a humiliation. A 

revival of the disputed succession in Scotland allowed him to 

take a significant portion of Scottish territory in 1333; but in 

doing so he had overreached his powers – the Scots united 

under the new Stuart dynasty, and ejected the English forces. 

The Scots were encouraged by a strong King of France, 

Philip VI; Edward III was already having trouble with 

Philip‟s activities. Thus we see the origin of the Auld 

Alliance between Scotland and France, and of the Hundred 

Years‟ War between England and France. 

    Isabella was overthrown in 1330. 

 

Another postscript: 

    This year is also the 100th anniversary of the start of the 

First World War. Would that that were as readily understood! 

Annual General Meeting 
    The Annual General Meeting of the Branch will be held at 

7.30 p.m., Wednesday 25 June, at Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Any motions should be in the hands of Michael John, 

Secretary, by 9 May, so that they can be put on the agenda. 

 

Need for an Independent Examiner (Auditor) 

    We will need to appoint an Independent Examiner for the 

coming year. The Treasurer is not comfortable about asking 

someone himself, as he has on the last two occasions. Can 

somebody come forward, well before the AGM, please? 

    (There is a story of four people called Everybody, 

Anybody, Somebody, and Nobody. A particular thing needed 

to be done. Anybody could have done it. Everybody thought 

that Somebody would do it. Nobody did it. Please don‟t let 

this happen for this necessary appointment!) 

 

Members’ Forum 

    Immediately after the AGM I propose to have a members‟ 

forum for the members to bring forward items they would 

like to discuss. 

    I will be putting Members‟ nights forward for discussion. 

    If you have something you think needs discussing please 

bring it along on the night. 

    It would be helpful to know in advance of any topics that 

would need facts and figures or some background research. 

    Joan 

 

Members’ Nights 

    These nights have been held on the first Wednesday of the 

month for the last few years and have been social dancing for 

the members sometimes lead by the members. 

    Over the summer when every Wednesday is Social 

Dancing I see no need for Members‟ nights and so they will 

be suspended over the summer. 

    Do you want members nights to continue? Will you, as a 

member, help run such an evening. I think Members‟ nights 

should be run by the members for the members facilitated by 

the committee, not necessarily run by the committee. 

    What do you think? 

    Joan 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 



 

   

Winter School 2014 
From Joan and John Thompson 

     I have survived well over 50 years of dancing without 

attending either Summer School or any other event organized 

by RSCDS HQ! Why break a habit of a lifetime you may 

well ask? 

    When in New Zealand we attended their Summer School 

and thoroughly enjoyed it. Rather than travelling half way 

round the world it seemed to make sense to find something 

that might be comparable closer to home. So this February 

found us driving up the M74 to Pitlochry for Winter School. 

    For all these events one needs stamina! 

    Compulsory morning class with some of the best teachers 

around – Ann Smyth, Patricia Houghton, Eric Finley and 

Duncan Brown and the best musicians. Live music really 

does make a class more enjoyable. Each group had the 

teachers in turn. Some of the dances I have added to my list 

of „never do again‟ (and do not inflict them on Ribble Valley 

members!), but they did have good teaching points. Other 

dances were great fun to learn along with one or 2 old friends 

with new teaching points. 

    Afternoon activities included visits to Castles, a highland 

class (which my legs regretted), a talk on „Music that make 

us want to dance‟, walk-throughs for the evening dances, and 

whisky tasting. The RSCDS Shop was open and two 

different Shoe suppliers attended. Janet Washington of 

ClaireCharles designs also set up her stall one afternoon. 

    The evenings were full of activity as well. Dances on 3 

nights, a ceilidh on another and the Ball at Blair Atholl to 

round of the week! Each evening was rounded of with 

soirees, so seeing ones bed before 12:30 meant you missed 

some of the fun. 

    Apart from all the dancing there were the people. Ordinary 

people who enjoyed dancing and had travelled from all over 

the world to be in Scotland for that week. We met up with an 

Australian couple that we had met in New Zealand. There 

were other people who had travelled long distances from 

Canada, USA, and South Africa. Europe was well 

represented with people from France, Germany and of course 

the UK. 

    On top of that we had the facilities of the Atholl Palace 

hotel to enjoy. 

    Will we go again? Our names are on the list for next year! 

 

    Branch members at Winter School: 

Commonwealth Ceilidh 
    The Commonwealth Ceilidh will be a global 24-hour 

celebration of Scottish dance and culture. It is set to be the 

biggest celebration of Scottish country dancing the world has 

ever seen - It will be a fantastic way to celebrate, share and 

showcase our culture during 2014. 

    Get Scotland Dancing and The Royal Scottish Country 

Dance Society are working together with you to create a 

global 24-hour ceilidh as part of the Glasgow 2014 Cultural 

Programme which runs along side the organization of the 

Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. 

    The main idea is for Ceilidhs to take place at 7:30pm local 

time on the solstice in June. So it will be a rolling event 

starting in New Zealand and finishing in the USA. 

    We have decided to hold an event along these lines on 

Wednesday 18th June at 7:30. The dances will include new 

dances written for the event along with the normal range of 

join in dances for all. 

    We need you to make it a success. You all enjoy dancing 

and we need to encourage more people to join us. Come along 

yourself and bring a friend who might enjoy dancing or just 

listening to the music. 

    For more information watch the notice board. 

See you on 18th June at 7:30pm.  

Commonwealth Ceilidh 

7:30pm Wednesday 

18th June 2014 

Goosnargh Village Hall 

Dancing for all 

Bring a friend 

Summer Ball 
9 August, Longridge Civic Hall 

Nicol McLaren’s band      Ticket price £20 
 
 Programme: 
 Gaelforce Wind Jig To The Music 
 Lothian Lads Scott Meikle 
 Sugar Candie The Gentleman 
 Gothenburg‟s Welcome Liquid Assets 
 Summer Wooing Alex T Queen 
 David Queen Strathspey Scotch Mist 
 Machine Without Horses Miss Hadden‟s Reel 
 John of Bon Accord West‟s Hornpipe 
 Foxhill Court Red Kites Over The Black Isle 
 The Inimitable Derek Ian Powrie‟s Farewell to 
            Auchterarder 
 Extras: 
 Luckenbooth Brooch, Button Boy, The Winding Road. 



 

   

The Branch has received this card of 

congratulations from the Chairman 

of the Society, John Wilkinson, on 

account of our achieving 20 years as 

a Branch. 

The card itself is on the notice board. 

Here are some photos taken at the 

inaugural dance, and the 

advertisement for the meeting which 

founded the Branch: 

Formation of the Branch, from the Archives. 

    Our Application was submitted to the RSCDS on 6th Jan 1994 and was approved 

on 12th February 1994, pending approval from Southport branch, which was 

confirmed on March 2nd. 

    The inaugural meeting took place on Friday 6th May 1994 at Christ Church Hall, 

Berry Lane, Longridge. Many of our existing members today attended that meeting 

but an official list of attendees is, unfortunately, not available. 

    On the 15th May, Derek Bainbridge (Secretary) wrote to the RSCDS to confirm 

that the formation of The Ribble Valley Branch of the RSCDS was proposed, 

seconded and accepted unanimously by those present at that meeting. A 

Management committee of twelve was subsequently elected from which the 

Chairman (Ken Morris), vice-chairman (Martin Douglas), Secretary (Derek 

Bainbridge) and Treasurer (Harold Warburton) were appointed. Other committee 

members were: Denise Barton, Tricia Douglas, Moira Gardner, Gwen Kebble, 

Mary Mews, Lavinia Morris, Karen Navesey, Jim Standring. 

    The opening dance was held on Saturday 6th August 1994 at Grimsargh Village 

Hall, dancing from 7.30-11pm for £2.00, with a Jacob‟s join supper (no dance band 

named so assume it was to CDs). The dance programme was Highland Rambler, 

Wild Geese, Butterscotch and Honey, General Stuart‟s Reel, Rothesay Rant, Sandy 

o‟er the Lea, Flowers of Edinburgh, The Kiltmaker, Miss Milligan‟s Strathspey, 

Tribute to the Borders, Maxwell‟s Rant, Garry Strathspey, Montgomeries Rant, 

Waverley (Fergus McIver), Robertson Rant, Black Mountain Reel, St. Andrew‟s 

Fair, Belle of Bon Accord, Barmkin, Mairi‟s Wedding. Extras: Irish Rover, Seton‟s 

Ceilidh Band, Shiftin‟ Bobbins. According to a newspaper article in the Longridge 

News, more than 80 dancers of all ages and ability packed the hall and the 

programme of 20 dances was enjoyed by everyone. At the finish, everyone agreed 

it had been an excellent and memorable evening. 

    Classes were held on Mondays at Ashton Methodist Church Hall, Preston and 

Wednesdays at Christ Church Hall, Longridge. Fees were members £1.25, non-

members £1.50! (and we have complaints today about £2.00!) 

    Newsletters were introduced as was a “Walk and Dance” in October and a 

Hogmanay Dance. 

Sandie Waddington (Archivist) 



 

   

Photos taken during the trip to Stirling Piper and penguins?  At Doune 

Old market place, Stirling 

Stirling Castle, and cannons 

captured at Sevastopol 

At the dance at Dunblane 

At Bo‟ness railway museum 

Falkland Palace 

Chatelherault, near Hamilton 

Avon Gorge at Chatelherault 

Survivors of 

all 20 trips 

On tour of Stirling 


