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Chairman’s Remarks 
    The season has begun well. Teaching dancing has resumed 

on Mondays after the Summer Social Dancing and the 

Wednesday Intermediate class has started again. 

    Monday Class is mostly being taught by Michael, Stephen 

and myself supplemented by one of 2 others when needed. 

On Wednesdays we have a good selection of teachers which 

all bring different styles and dances to our more socially 

orientated classes. Please spread the word that we do have a 

beginners class, we have had very few beginners this year, 

which is a shame. 

    Our first Members night of the season was well supported. 

Thank you to all who suggested dances. An even bigger 

thank you to all those who took the plunge and recapped their 

dance. 

    The Day School attendance was sufficiently good which 

meant we all had good space to dance and were able to have 

large sets, which made us stretch at times. There is a longer 

report later in this newsletter. 

    Unfortunately Gordon Shand himself was unable to play at 

our Autumn Dance, but he sent his drummer and keyboard 

player along with Neil Barron. We were delighted that Neil 

was able to come in his place and provided excellent music. 

    Hogmanay and the end of the year will soon be with us. 

We are having are usual celebrations in the form of the 

Hogmanay Dance at Staining. Where else will you get a New 

Years Eve do for £6.50? We will be having our usual 

combination of dances to CD’s and games with a 

contribution supper amidst the usual social repartee. It’s a 

good evening and it’s not expensive. The date did I hear you 

say – 31st December of course! 

    Other Dances which will follow in quick succession in the 

New Year are the Nice and Easy on Friday 7th March, and 

the Spring Dance on 5th April; and of course our Branch trip 

to Stirling starting on 28th March. 

    Unfortunately we can not have Christ Church Hall on 

Monday the 16th December so classes will end on a Monday 

rather early for Christmas on the 9th December. Dancing on 

the Wednesday will continue until 18th December which will 

be the Christmas Party. 

    We will be doing our usual Charity collection instead of 

Christmas cards at classes and the proceeds of this and our 

raffle at Hogmanay will go towards the same fund. 

Contributions to the raffle will be gratefully received by any 

committee member. 
    Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year with good dancing. 
Joan 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. A 

beginners’ class will be in the side room, if there are 

sufficient numbers. Beginners are welcome at any time. The 

price per class is £2. The hall will be closed for repairs on 16 

December, so we will not be meeting on 16, 23, or 30 

December. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The price 

per class is £2. We will not be meeting on 25 December or 1 

January. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2013, at Staining Village 

Hall. Recorded music will be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 7 March 2014, at Barton Village 

Hall; music by George Meikle. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 5 April 2014, at Longridge Civic Hall; 

music by Nicky McMichen. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 9 August 2014, at Longridge Civic Hall, 

music by Nicol McLaren. 

Day School, Sat. 11 October 2014, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher will be Deb Lees, the musician will be John 

Browne. 

Programme for the Hogmanay dance 
Nice to See You Peat Fire Flame 

Welcome to Ayr Postie’s Jig 

Miss Gibson’s Strathspey Distillery Reel 

Don and Dee’s Reel Moray Rant 

The Phantom Piper White Heather Jig 

Jean Martin of Aberdeen Black Mountain Reel 

The Recumbent Stone Christine’s Fancy 

Seton’s Ceilidh Band Tribute to the Borders 

It Wisnae Me The Irish Rover 

Extras - The Reel of the Royal Scots, St Columba’s 

Strathspey, Hooper’s Jig. 

Members’ Nights 
    Jill introduced Members’ Nights to Wednesdays while she 

was Chairman. I think they are a great way of involving more 

people in our dancing nights – not everyone wants to attend a 

formal class. 

    Our first Members’ Night in October had a theme of 

Golden Oldies. We had a good evening with a great variety 

of dances and MC’s. Thank you to all who took part. 

    I would like to see the members’ nights involve more 

members who are not teachers. It is good to give the teachers 

a night off! It is quite formidable to stand up and recap a 

dance and only some people are able to do that. Please do not 

feel that you can not suggest a dance or a theme because you 

can not stand up in front of people. 

    The dates for the Member’s Nights over the winter will 

generally be the 1st Wednesday of the month, but not always. 

There will be one every month but they will include the 

practices for the major dances. 

    Future Dates: 

4th December MC Chris Waddington 

5th February John Drewry night to celebrate his 90th birthday. 

5th March Your Favourite Dance 

2nd April practice for Spring Dance on 5th April 
    Joan 



 

   

Photos taken at the Autumn dance: 

Day School 
    Saturday 12th October saw many of our Branch members at 

Chipping Memorial Hall for our Annual Day School. It was 

pleasing to be joined by dancers from the Branches. 

    Our teacher this year was Atsuko Clement, a well known 

and talented teacher. John Browne played the accordion for the 

classes. Live music is always a joy in a class because the 

correct phrase of the tune can be played as we practise the 

different sections of the dance. 

    Atsuko soon had us laughing and so relaxed by the antics in 

the warm up. She took phrasing as her theme and put the 

advanced class through its paces in the morning. A good 

memory was an asset in this class, as she taught the One 

o’Clock Canon, from Book 47, which tested us all, mentally 

and physically. 

    In the afternoon the general class was stretched by the 

dances she had chosen which included Thorneycroft, a dance 

written by Roy Goldring for Atsuko and her husband; a 5 

couple dance, The 50th Parallel, with unusual movements; and 

Bill Clement MBE. Bill Clement was Atsuko’s late husband. 

    The evening dance rounded of the day. The Day School 

attendees were joined by others from the area. John Browne 

put his full sound together to provide the music for the 

evening. 

    Well done to everyone who managed to keep going to the 

final chord of Mairi’s Wedding. 

    A wonderful if very tiring day. 
    Joan 

Found on the Internet, from Michael John 
Hazards of Scottish Country Dancing, by Bernie 

Hewitt: 

    Having played for dancing for many years, I have 

seen a fair number of sprained wrists and ankles, 

one broken leg and a few bruised buttocks, but the 

prize for the most original SCD injury must go to a 

lady at her first class not far from Edinburgh last 

year. 

    It was her first time in a class, along with a 

couple of other newcomers. They’d done the warm 

up, and the teacher explained what “a set” was, and 

got everyone lined up. She then talked about the 

bow and curtsey, demonstrated it, then asked the 

musician (me) for another chord so that the class 

could have a go. This particular lady tried to 

curtsey, got it wrong, and fell to the floor writhing 

about in agony with a dislocated kneecap! 

 

From the Bracknell Reel Club site: 

    Jean Milligan wrote a large number of 

instructions in the use of hands; typical of these is 

the following: 

“In all formations it is advisable to give hands freely 

and wherever possible, as not only is it very helpful, 

but it adds greatly to the social feeling of the dance. 

It also helps to maintain the shape of the set and to 

keep the lines straight.” 

So should we give hands whenever we reel or cross 

down in a figure of eight? 
 



Inveraray 2004 

Alston Hall 2005 

Radio Lancashire 2007 

Oban 2008 

 

   

Photographs of Don Barnes appearing in the newsletter over recent years: 

Obituaries 
Don Barnes 
    It was with great sadness that we heard of the death 

of Don Barnes on 21st August 2013. 

    Don had been a dancer for many years, and was both 

a country dancer and a Highland dancer. 

    Dee had started dancing when she was very young 

and introduced Don to Scottish Country Dancing shortly 

after they met in Southport in 1955. Don first learned 

Highland dancing at Alex Queen’s class in Liverpool, 

then later he attended the Highland class at Manchester 

RSCDS . 

    After a family-induced gap they returned to dancing 

about 25 years ago by joining The Thistle Society 

Wigan and the RSCDS Liverpool Branch. They both 

joined Ribble Valley Branch in 1995, so were almost 

founder members. Don took over being secretary from 

Bill Sloan and held the post for about 5 years before 

Dee took over. One of the many jobs he did as secretary 

was finding the teachers for the classes and he was 

responsible for inviting me to teach at the Branch. Don 

and Dee ran the Scottish trip for many years. 

    Don did not confine his dancing to our area. He 

attended Summer School for many years and also 

visited many other groups while on holiday in Scotland. 

    Don fought cancer for a long time, but it did not stop 

him dancing. I had the privilege of dancing with him in 

June this year very shortly before he stopped dancing. 

    He will be missed especially at Hogmanay when we 

sang him Happy Birthday. Don and Dee’s Reel will be 

on this year’s programme as a tribute to Don’s many 

years in the Branch and the work he did to help it 

become a successful Branch. 

 

Peter Ray 
    Sadly Peter died in hospital on 2nd October 2013. 

    Peter was a distinctive character on the Preston 

dancing scene. He was a regular dancer at functions in 

this area and for some time he was secretary of Lytham 

St Annes SCD Society. When able he attended our 

summer dancing on a Monday. He also attended Doris 

McCutcheon’s classes in Preston. 

    Peter was one of our two Life Members. He 

transferred his RSCDS life membership to Ribble 

Valley in August 2002. 

 

Both dancers will be sadly missed.    Joan 


