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Chairman’s Remarks 
    Where has this year gone? I can't believe how quickly 

it has passed. It must be old age creeping up on me! 

    Our membership is currently standing at a very 

healthy seventy five, which includes eleven £1 

members. Welcome to all our new members. 

    We tried something new in September. In the “Dance 

Scottish Week”, we tried a family ceilidh as a taster for 

Scottish Country Dancing for younger people, which 

was well supported and considered to be a success by 

the people attending. It is more than likely that this will 

now become a regular event on our calendar. Everyone 

agreed that Mary Mews did a very good job at MC-ing 

it, so thank you Mary. 

    The Day School and evening dance was well attended 

and Sue Porter's teaching went down very well. Overall 

despite the sticky floor in the morning, it was 

considered a very good and enjoyable event, judging by 

the feedback we have received afterwards. 

    Ron Kerr did us proud at our Autumn Dance, a 

memorial to Derek Haynes. It was a sell out and I 

haven't received any complaints what so ever, only 

compliments, on the band, the programme, the food, the 

atmosphere, in fact on the whole evening. So thank you 

Derek, you were obviously looking down on us and 

approved! 

    Our next event will be the Hogmanay dance at 

Staining Village Hall, this is very nearly full. People 

who have their names down will have to make their 
minds up and buy tickets if they still wish to go. 

Anyone else needs to see Chris ASAP as there may still 

be a few spaces left. We do not want our own members 

to miss out. There will be a raffle on the night in aid of a 

local charity, so please either bring any raffle prizes you 

may wish to donate, on the night or give them to any 

committee member. If any of you have a particular 

charity in mind you would like us to consider, please let 

me know. 

    During December at the classes, there will be a board 

with cards, in lieu of Christmas cards, with a box for 

donations for anyone who wishes to use it. Any 

donations received will be added to the New Year's Eve 

raffle to go to the chosen local charity. 

    We know you like the variety of different teaching 

methods and we are bringing you a variety of teachers 

to the Wednesday classes. However, if there are any 

particular movements or steps you feel you would like 

to be taught or have a refresher on, I will liaise with the 

teachers to include it for you in future classes. Just let 

me know what it is that YOU want to learn. 

    Now onto some advance notices! The branch is 

holding another new event on Friday 6 February 2009. 

We will be holding a “Nice and Easy” dance aimed at 

our beginners, where every dance will be walked 

through before dancing. We will be dancing to the 

music of Ian Slater, tickets will be limited and priority 

given to beginners. 

    Even more advanced, I have to advise you that due to 

holidays etc., any motions for next June's AGM will 

need to be submitted to the secretary by the end of April 

2009. 

    The branch does, when funds are available, give 

grants towards promoting Scottish Country Dancing 

within our area, for example, towards encouraging new 

teachers or especially younger people to take up 

dancing. Any request must be made in writing and will 

be considered by the committee. 

    Stephen will gladly accept any articles from you, 

about anything that may be of interest to other 

members, for the next newsletter any time before mid 

April. 

    Wednesday 17 December will be a party night at 

Goosnargh and Monday 22 December will be a joint 

party between the beginners and intermediate classes. 

Both nights will be a Jacobs Join supper. 

    This just leaves me to wish all of you a very happy 

and enjoyable Christmas, and a very healthy New Year, 

so that all of you able to fully participate in all the 

classes and events lined up for 2009! 

    Enjoy your dancing. 

     Jill 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30, 

except for 29 December. There are two separate classes, the 

beginners class itself being held in the little room at the side. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30, except for 

24 and 31 December. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, at Staining Village Hall. 

“Nice ’n Easy” Dance, Fri. 6 February 2009, at Goosnargh 

Village Hall. Music by Ian Slater. Most of the programme 

will be dances suitable for people who attend beginners 

classes. Tickets will be limited to 50, on account of the size 

of the room. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 4 April 2009, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Nicol McLaren. 

Scottish Trip, 17 to 20 April 2009, to Ballater, 

Aberdeenshire. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 8 August 2009, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Luke Brady. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, 

Preston, Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above 

address, or to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 



Our day-school teacher, 

Sue Porter, and her 

husband Gordon, being 

refreshed and entertained: 

 

   

Our day-school musician, David Queen, 

and two of his family, being refreshed: 

A Story,  from Tom Burrows. 

    A man walks into a restaurant with a full-grown 

ostrich behind him. 

   The waitress asks for their orders. The man says, “A 

hamburger, fries and a coke,” and turns to the ostrich, 

“What's yours?” “I’ll have the same,” says the ostrich. 

    A short time later the waitress returns with the order. 

“That will be £9.40 please,” she says and the man 

reaches into his  pocket and pulls out the exact amount 

for payment. 

    The next day, the man and the ostrich come again and 

the man says, “A hamburger, fries, and a coke.” The 

ostrich says, “I’ll have the same.” Again the man 

reaches into his pocket and pays with exact amount. 

    For a while this becomes routine until the two enter 

again later in the week. “The usual?” asks the waitress. 

“No, this time it's a treat, so I will have a steak, baked 

potato, and salad,” says the man. “Yep! Same,” says the 

ostrich. 

    Shortly the waitress brings the order and says, “That 

will be £32.62.” Once again the man pulls the exact 

amount out of his pocket and places it on the table. 

    The waitress can't hold back her curiosity any longer. 

“Excuse me, sir. How do you manage to always come 

up with the exact money from your pocket every time?” 

“Well,” says the man, “several years ago I was clearing 

the attic and found an old lamp. When I rubbed it a 

Genie appeared and offered me two wishes. 

    My first wish was that if I ever had to pay for 

anything, I would just  put my hand in my pocket and 

the right amount of money would always be there.” 

“That's brilliant!” says the waitress. “Most people 

would wish for a couple of million pounds or 

something, but you'll always be as rich as you want for 

as long as you live!” “That’s right. Whether it’s a pint 

of milk or a Rolls Royce, the exact money is always 

there,” says the man. The waitress asks, “But, sir, 

what’s with the ostrich?” 

    The man sighs, pauses, and replies, “My second wish 

was for a tall bird with a big bum and long legs who 

agrees with everything I say.” 

Robert Wakeford 
    Sad to say Bob Wakeford died on 4th November. He 

will be sadly missed by all his friends at Ribble Valley. 

He had suffered ill health for a number of years, but was 

always very cheerful. Our thoughts go out to Margaret 

at this time. 

Flo Bolton 
    Former member Flo Bolton, has also passed away, on 

1st December after a number of weeks in hospital. She 

died two years after her husband Fred and will be 

remembered by many of you who went on the earlier 

Ribble Valley trips. 

Magazines from the RSCDS 
    The magazine “Scottish Country Dancer”, and other 

circulars from the RSCDS, are addressed automatically 

from a database held at Headquarters, kept up-to-date 

(at least in part) by ourselves. Headquarters send the 

information to the printers, who have the equipment to 

package the magazines with the addresses included. 

Naturally, there is some turn-round time involved in 

this process, so new or altered information may take 

time to get through. 

    More to the point, the database does not hold “Mr. & 

Mrs.” addresses; it holds two members, only one of 

which is to receive a magazine; if a magazine is sent 

only to “Mr.”, it does not mean they do not know that 

“Mrs.” is also a member. 


