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This year’s committee 

Reminder - Can we please remind all members that 

subscriptions are renewable as from 1st July. 

Forthcoming events 
Classes re-start Beginners and general class Mon. 20 

Sept. Christ Church Hall, Fulwood; Intermediate class 

Wed. 22 Sept. Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 14 August, 7.00, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by Marian Anderson’s band (not Sandy 

Legget as previously stated). 

Day School, Sat. 9 October, at Chipping Memorial Hall. 

See “Chairman’s Remarks”. 

Autumn Ball, Sat. 6 November, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by David Anderson’s band. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, 8.00 to 12.30, at 

Longridge Civic Hall. 

Chairman’s Remarks 
Dear Members, 

  It has been all change on the committee with six members 

retiring at the AGM. Stephen Brown has very nobly taken 

on the challenge as the new Branch Treasurer (in addition 

to his role as Newsletter editor), and we welcome three 

new committee members - David and Cathy Queen, and 

Keith Charnley. 

  As we are now a trimmed down version of our previous 

size, we shall be looking to you, the members, to give 

assistance in organizing the events that we hold. I do feel 

that it should not be down to the same few people, but that 

everyone should contribute to make a success of the events 

that we all enjoy. 

  The Summer Ball is on Saturday 14 August and will be 

held once again at Longridge Civic Hall. This year the 

band will be Marian Anderson who by all accounts is 

superb, although I have never heard her play live myself. 

There are still some tickets left, so to avoid 

disappointment, please let me know as soon as possible if 

you will be requiring a ticket. 

  The committee are trying to finalise the details for the 

Day School, which is being held on Saturday 9 October at 

Chipping Memorial Hall. The format will be similar to 

previous years i.e. a teachers’ class in the morning, a 

general class in the afternoon, and a dance at night. We 

have an excellent teacher, Andrew McConnell from Troon, 

and our own David Queen as musician for the classes. In 

the evening, David will be joined by Alan Rintoul from the 

Lothian Band to play for the dance. Further information, 

including cost and dance programme, will be available 

shortly. 

  Best wishes and enjoy your dancing. 

Judy Grimsey 

  Chairman 

An Introduction to Scottish Country Dancing, by Bob 

Shaw (provided by Brian Beaumont) 

I went in very slowly, feeling shy and oh so small, 

The room was full of strangers and they all seemed ten feet tall. 

So I sat down rather coyly, on a chair beside the door; 

They said, “You’ll have to dance, you know. That’s what you’ve 

come here for”. 

I said I didn’t know it: they said they’d pull me through; 

And then the music started and my troubles started too. 

They pushed me and they pulled me; and whispered “Four hands 

across”, 

Then said, “Set to your corners! Change with your partners! Stay 

where you are! Now cast off!” 

They spoke a foreign language which to me seemed awfully 

strange, 

Things like “allemande”, “poussette”, “pas-de-basque”, and 

“corners change”. 

They pointed here, they pointed there, which was amusing; 

They made strange squiggles in the air, which were utterly 

confusing. 

I listened to the music but couldn’t get the beat, 

My mother should have told me I was born with two left feet; 

For I bobbed up as they bobbed down, and sometimes vice versa, 

My comprehension of that dance got worse and worse and 

worser. 

And then the Big White Chieftain, whose name I just forget, 

Seemed to think that I was drunk, for he hollered “Reel across 

the set”. 

Well, I’ve always been teetotal, so I didn’t like it quite, 

But all the others did it, so it must have been all right. 

They said, “Don’t look so worried”, “Cheer up”, “Let’s go”, 

So I danced with gay abandon right on my partner’s toe. 

They turned me and they swung me and they hauled me back in 

line, 

And they smiled on me quite kindly and said, “You’re doing 

fine”. 

Well, I’d laddered both my nylons and my right leg was quite 

lame, 

But I gave a ghastly grin and said, “I’m awfully glad I came”. 

They said, “This keeps you fit, you know!” I said, “I’m sure it 

does”, 

I knew my back was broken, but I couldn’t make a fuss; 

For when people’s hearts are kindly, you leave some things 

unsaid, 

I just screwed my arms back on again, and staggered home to 

bed. 

Now my doctor’s optimistic, says I’ll soon be right as rain, 

So when I’m out of hospital, I’ll be dancing once again! 
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 On the coach to Inveraray: At Loch Lomond on a bright sunny day, 

Ben Lomond in the background: 

Members of the Monster Raving Loony 

party, correction, Pantomime: 

At Crarae Gardens: 

The Tenth 

Anniversary Ball 

of the Branch, at 

Chorley Town Hall: 
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